


Coordination in Lima between CTI, 
Univaja, and OGM, in partnership with 
Orpio, supports the creation of the 
Yavarí-Mirim Indigenous Reserve

Between August 23 and 29, a Brazilian delega-
tion formed by leaders from the Union of Indig-
enous Peoples of the Javari Valley (Univaja) 
and the General Organization of the Mayoruna 
(OGM), accompanied by the consultant from 
the Centro de Trabalho Indigenista (CTI), Hilton 
Nascimento, was in Lima to provide political sup-
port to the Regional Organization of Indigenous 
Peoples of the East (ORPIO) and the Interethnic 
Association for the Development of the Peruvian 
Rainforest (AIDESEP) in their campaign for the 
creation of the Yavarí-Mirim Indigenous Reserve. 
Intended to protect isolated indigenous peo-
ples in the Peruvian middle Javari, Yavarí-Mirim 
is the last large area with isolated indigenous 
peoples that is not recognized within the Yavarí-
Tapiche Territorial Corridor.

During the visit, the delegation participated in 
meetings with Peruvian ministries and other insti-
tutional actors, as well as events marking the 
19th anniversary of the Law on Indigenous Peo-
ples in Isolation and Initial Contact (PIACI). The 
advocacy actions, conducted with the support 
of the CTI, continued until September 4, aiming to 
strengthen institutional support for the approval 
of the reserve by the Multisectoral Commission.

Check out the post on CTI’s Instagram 

© CTI Collection 

https://www.instagram.com/p/DOJ60WSDgpq/?img_index=4


Yavarí-Tapiche Corridor – Meeting 
debates strategies to protect indigenous 
peoples in Brazil and Peru

On July 7 and 8, the Annual Binational Meeting 
between the Union of Indigenous Peoples of the 
Javari Valley (Univaja) and the Regional Organi-
zation of Indigenous Peoples of the East (ORPIO) 
was held, with the participation of the Centro de 
Trabalho Indigenista (CTI). The meeting brought 
together leaders of indigenous peoples from 
Brazil and Peru to strengthen the defense of 
territories in the Yavarí-Tapiche Corridor.

Topics such as monitoring and surveillance 
systems, food sovereignty, and the network of 
indigenous communicators in the corridor were 
discussed. A new agreement was also signed 
between the participating organizations for 
binational actions for indigenous protection 
and governance, as well as alerts about threats 
at the borders.

The organizations reaffirmed their commitment 
to continue exchanging experiences in territo-
rial surveillance between the two countries.

Check out the post on Univaja’s Instagram 

https://www.instagram.com/p/DL5i5kDx9n5/?img_index=1


PERU: Yavarí Mirim Reserve in danger 
due to inaction by authorities

The Yavarí Mirim Indigenous Reserve in Peru has 
been awaiting classification since 2003, and 
the delay has left the territory, which is home 
to isolated indigenous peoples, vulnerable to 
extractive interests, such as oil and illegal forest 
concessions. 

The area borders the Javari Valley Indigenous 
Land, in Brazil, which has one of the largest 
concentrations of isolated peoples in the Ama-
zon, reinforcing the importance of creating the 
Yavarí Mirim Indigenous Reserve to protect the 
Yavarí-Tapiche cross-border corridor for the pro-
tection of PIACI. 

Indigenous organizations such as the Regional 
Organization of Indigenous Peoples of the East 
(ORPIO) and experts denounce the negligence 
of the Peruvian state, which has been postpon-
ing the creation of the reserve for more than two 
decades, despite its relevance for the protec-
tion of isolated indigenous peoples, with more 
than 230 pieces of evidence of their presence 
in the area.

Read more on the Infobae website 

© Orpio

https://www.infobae.com/peru/2025/07/18/reserva-yavari-mirim-corre-peligro-por-inaccion-de-las-autoridades/


PERU: Hope for the creation of a large new 
Indigenous reserve in the western Amazon

The creation of the Yavarí-Mirim Reserve, 
designed to protect isolated indigenous peoples 
in the Peruvian Amazon, is closer after a meet-
ing of the Multisectoral Commission, responsible 
for its recognition. Proposed 20 years ago, the 
reserve could cover up to 1.3 million hectares 
in the Loreto region, on the border with Brazil, 
within the Yavarí-Tapiche Territorial Corridor. 

Technical studies confirm the presence of iso-
lated peoples, but political delays and pressure 
from sectors opposed to its creation threaten 
its approval. The Regional Organization of Indig-
enous Peoples of the East (ORPIO) warns that 
the delay exposes the area to logging, oil explo-
ration, and drug cultivation and trafficking. The 
Commission is scheduled to meet on Septem-
ber 4 to decide on the creation of the reserve.

ORPIO says that all that is needed now is a “polit-
ical decision” to approve the creation of the 
reserve, which would protect not only the rights 
and territories of the indigenous peoples living 
in the region, but also “one of the most biodi-
verse ecosystems on the planet.” If established, 
it would be the ninth and probably largest indig-
enous reserve created in Peru for the protec-
tion of isolated indigenous peoples.

Learn more in David Hill’s report

© David Hill

https://hilldavid.substack.com/p/hopes-for-huge-new-indigenous-reserve


UNIVAJA holds the 1st Meeting of 
Ethno-Environmental Monitors of 
the Surveillance Team (EVU)

Between July 21 and August 1, the Union of Indige-
nous Peoples of the Javari Valley (UNIVAJA) held 
the 1st Meeting of Ethno-Environmental Monitors 
of the UNIVAJA Surveillance Team (EVU) at the 
Quixito Training Center. The initiative brought 
together more than 100 indigenous from the six 
teams responsible for protecting the Javari Val-
ley Indigenous Land.

Created with the support of the Nia Tero Foun-
dation, EVU is the only indigenous surveillance 
team in Brazil that pays its members. In 2024, it 
received the UNDP Equatorial Prize, international 
recognition for community-based projects, as 
the most important and organized indigenous 
surveillance action in the Yavari-Tapiche Terri-
torial Corridor.

© Univaja



The meeting featured workshops on mechanics, 
safety, navigation, boat maintenance, surveil-
lance protocols, and report writing. It was also 
attended by partners such as Expedicionários 
da Saúde, the United Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crime (UNODC), and the World Wildlife 
Fund (WWF), as well as journalist Scott Wallace, 
author of the book Beyond the Conquest.

The event marked the consolidation of the EVU 
2.0 project and the beginning of the use of CT 
Quixito (a space built with the support of the 
Rainforest Foundation Norway), which now 
serves as a base for indigenous actions in the 
Javari Valley.

Read more on the UNIVAJA website 

 
‘Radios’ reciting the Bible found in 
isolated indigenous villages

Seven solar-powered devices with biblical mes-
sages in Portuguese and Spanish were found in 
the Javari Valley Indigenous Land (AM), near the 
border with Peru, in the Yavarí-Tapiche Territo-
rial Corridor, where live the Korubo, an isolated 
indigenous people. The devices, called Messen-
ger, are distributed by the US Baptist organiza-
tion called In Touch Ministries.

© Disclosure/Funai

https://univaja.org/univaja-inaugura-o-ct-do-quixito-com-1-encontro-dos-monitores-etnoambientais-da-equipe-de-vigilancia-evu/


The distribution of such equipment in the territo-
ries of isolated peoples is prohibited by Brazil’s 
“no contact” policy, in force since 1987, to protect 
these populations from external risks, such as dis-
ease. Brazil has 114 isolated peoples, 29 of which 
have been confirmed by Funai (National Indige-
nous Peoples Foundation).

In addition to the devices, drones have also 
been spotted in the region, with no confirmation 
of their origin. The case is reminiscent of other 
illegal attempts by foreign missionaries, such as 
that of US citizen Andrew Tonkin, who in 2020 
used seaplanes to try to enter the Javari Valley 
Indigenous Land.

Read more on the Ecoa UOL website

‘Colombia’ becomes defendant 
as mastermind of the deaths of 
Bruno Pereira and Dom Phillips

The Federal Court of Amazonas accepted the 
complaint filed by the Federal Public Ministry 
(MPF) and indicted Rubén Dario Villar, known 
as Colombia, accused of ordering the killing of 
Indigenous expert Bruno Pereira and British jour-
nalist Dom Phillips. The complaint was filed on 
June 5, three years after the crime. Eight other 
people have already been indicted by the Fed-
eral Police (PF) for involvement in the execu-
tion and concealment of the bodies.

Arrested since 2022, Colombia is also under 
investigation for illegal fishing and drug traf-
ficking and was already serving a sentence 
for forgery and leading a transnational crimi-
nal organization. According to the PF, he was in 
direct contact with Amarildo da Costa Oliveira, 
known as Pelado, who confessed to participat-
ing in the murder.

https://www.uol.com.br/ecoa/ultimas-noticias/2025/07/27/missionarios-levam-radios-com-mensagens-biblicas-para-indigenas-isolados.htm


Bruno and Dom disappeared on June 5, 2022, 
in the Javari Valley, the largest protected area 
in the Yavarí-Tapiche Territorial Corridor. Ten 
days later, their remains were found. The case 
exposed the activities of criminal organizations 
linked to predatory fishing and hunting, which 
threaten indigenous peoples and environmen-
tal officials in the region.

Bruno was an indigenist and consultant for the 
Union of Indigenous Peoples of the Javari Valley 
(Univaja). Dom was a journalist for The Guard-
ian, had lived in Brazil for 15 years, and was writ-
ing a book about the Amazon.

Learn more on the UOL website

Three years without 
Bruno and Dom: the 
fight for Indigenous 
rights and the 
strengthening of 
Funai continues

On World Environ-
ment Day, June 5, the 

National Indigenous Peoples Foundation (Funai) 
honored the three-year anniversary of the 
deaths of Bruno Pereira and Dom Phillips and 
warned of the vulnerability of officials working 
to protect Indigenous peoples. 

The agency is intensifying its actions in the Vale 
do Javari Indigenous Land, with territorial surveil-
lance, combating illegal mining and partnerships 
with security agencies and Indigenous organi-
zations, including operations that have resulted 
in the destruction of dredges and the seizure of 
weapons and illegal timber.

© Disclosure/Funai

https://noticias.uol.com.br/cotidiano/ultimas-noticias/2025/07/21/bruno-e-dom-colombia-vira-reu-como-mandante-das-mortes.htm


Despite these advances, Funai faces legislative 
threats that could restrict its powers, such as the 
demarcation of Indigenous lands and partici-
pation in environmental licensing, posing a risk 
to the rights and survival of Indigenous peoples.

Learn more on the Funai website

Funai, PF, and ICMbio combat illegal 
mining in the Javari Valley and impose 
losses of R$ 18 million to criminals

Operation Kampô, carried out between July 22 
and 30, destroyed illegal mining structures in the 
Jutaí, Bóia, and Igarapé Preto river basins (AM), 
in the vicinity of the Vale do Javari Indigenous 
Land, causing losses of over R$ 18 million. The inte-
grated action involved the National Indigenous 
Peoples Foundation (Funai) through the Alto 
Solimões Regional Coordination (CR-AS) and 
the Vale do Javari Ethno-Environmental Protec-
tion Front (FPEVJ), the Federal Police (PF), and 
the Chico Mendes Institute for Biodiversity Con-
servation (ICMBio), with support from the Oper-
ational Aviation Coordination and the Amazon 
International Police Cooperation Center.

© Disclosure/Funai

https://www.gov.br/funai/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/2025/tres-anos-sem-bruno-e-dom-a-luta-pelos-direitos-indigenas-e-pelo-fortalecimento-da-funai-continua


Sixteen dredgers, five tugboats, six speedboats, 
4,000 liters of fuel, bottles of mercury, and other 
equipment were destroyed, and documents 
were collected for future investigations. Endan-
gered animals, such as Amazonian turtles, were 
seized and released.

The operation sought to contain the environmen-
tal damage caused by illegal mining, such as 
silting, mercury contamination, and river degra-
dation, which directly affect the quality of life of 
traditional and isolated Indigenous communities. 
The Javari Valley, the second largest Indigenous 
land in the country and the largest protected 
area in the Yavari-Tapiche Territorial Corridor, 
covers approximately 8.5 million hectares, nine 
confirmed isolated groups, and approximately 
7,000 indigenous people from different tribes.

Read more on the Funai website

MPI reports progress in the Javari 
Valley in the 2nd Report on the 
Implementation of the Indigenous 
Land Territorial Protection Plan

Between June 2023 and March 2025, the Ter-
ritorial Protection Plan for the Vale do Javari 
Indigenous Land (PPT-TIVJ), coordinated by the 
Ministry of Indigenous Peoples (MPI), resulted in 
42 interagency operations and 211 enforcement 
actions, with R$ 27 million in fines imposed and 
97 arrests. More than 1.5 kg of gold, 80,000 liters 
of fuel, 157 dredges, 55 rafts, 171 engines, 5.5 tons 
of illegal fish (mainly pirarucu), 3.1 tons of illegal 
game meat, 689 wild animals, 13,879 turtle eggs, 
and various equipment used in illegal fishing 
and mining.

https://www.gov.br/funai/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/2025/funai-pf-e-icmbio-combatem-garimpo-ilegal-no-vale-do-javari-e-causam-prejuizo-de-r-18-milhoes-aos-criminosos


The plan is implemented in an integrated manner 
by the National Indigenous Peoples Foundation 
(Funai), the Brazilian Institute of the Environment 
and Renewable Natural Resources (IBAMA), the 
Chico Mendes Institute for Biodiversity Conser-
vation (ICMBio), the Federal Police (PF), the Army, 
the National Force, the Federal Highway Police 
(PRF), the Amazonas Military Police (PMAM), the 
Brazilian Intelligence Agency (ABIN), and other 
agencies, ensuring the territorial, health, and 
cultural protection of isolated and recently con-
tacted indigenous peoples. The action includes 
inspection, protection, and removal of intruders 
from illegally occupied areas, as well as con-
tinuous monitoring of protection policies and 
communication with society.

The Vale do Javari Indigenous Land, cover-
ing 8.554 million hectares, is known for having 
the highest concentration of isolated indige-
nous peoples in the world, with nine confirmed 
records and six records under study, in addition 

© Disclosure/Funai



to approximately 7,000 indigenous people 
from various peoples. Located on the border 
with Peru and Colombia, the region suffers from 
illegal activities such as mining, hunting, fishing, 
and logging, which threaten indigenous life 
and territories. The Protection Plan also seeks to 
honor the memory of indigenist Bruno Pereira, 
who was murdered in 2022 during an expedi-
tion in the region.

The actions of the Vale do Javari Indigenous 
Land Territorial Protection Plan contribute to the 
protection of this important area of the Javari-
Tapiche Territorial Corridor.

Read more on the website of the  
Ministry of Indigenous Peoples 

MDHC and IACHR carry out joint 
mission in the Vale do Javari to 
protect human rights defenders

Between August 4 and 7, the Ministry of Human 
Rights and Citizenship (MDHC), together with 
the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights 
(IACHR), carried out a mission in the Vale do 
Javari Indigenous Territory (AM) to strengthen 
the protection of human rights defenders in the 
region of the Yavarí-Tapiche Territorial Corridor.

The initiative sought to implement Precaution-
ary Measures 449/22, originally granted to 
Bruno Pereira and Dom Phillips, and involves 
family members, federal agencies, including 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MRE), Ministry 
of Indigenous Peoples (MPI), Ministry of Jus-
tice and Public Security (MJSP), Federal Public 
Prosecutor’s Office (MPF), Secretariat of Social 
Communication of the Presidency of the Repub-
lic (Secom/PR), General Secretariat of the 

https://www.gov.br/povosindigenas/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/2025/06-1/mpi-divulga-avancos-no-vale-do-javari-no-2o-relatorio-de-execucao-do-plano-de-protecao-territorial-da-terra-indigena


Presidency of the Republic (SG/PR), and orga-
nizations such as the Articulation of Indigenous 
Peoples of Brazil (APIB), Article 19, the Brazilian 
Association of Investigative Journalism (ABRAJI), 
Reporters Without Borders (RSF), the Observa-
tory of Human Rights of Isolated and Recently 
Contacted Indigenous Peoples (OPI), and the 
Union of Indigenous Peoples of the Javari Valley 
(UNIVAJA).

Among the activities, we highlight the meeting 
on Precautionary Measures at UNIVAJA, meet-
ings with defenders and local communicators, 
and an extraordinary meeting of the Delibera-
tive Council of the Program for the Protection 
of Human Rights Defenders, Communicators, 
and Environmentalists (CONDEL/PPDDH) of Bra-
zil with the participation of the IACHR, aiming to 
expand the presence of the State and visibility 
of protection actions.

Read more on the Ministry of Human Rights  
and Citizenship website

© Disclosure/Ministry of Human Rights and Citizenship

https://www.gov.br/mdh/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/2025/agosto/mdhc-e-cidh-realizam-missao-conjunta-no-vale-do-javari-com-vistas-a-protecao-de-defensoras-e-defensores-de-direitos-humanos


Peruvian Government rejects 
creation of Yavarí Mirim 
Indigenous Reserve

The Multisectoral Commission, respon-
sible for categorizing reserves for 
isolated indigenous peoples in the 
Peruvian Amazon, rejected the request 
to create the Yavarí-Mirim Indigenous 
Reserve. With eight votes against five, 
the commission disapproved the Addi-
tional Categorization Study for the 
reserve, ignoring more than 20 years 
of indigenous struggle for its recogni-
tion and 113 pieces of evidence of iso-
lated indigenous peoples.

The votes against came from sectors 
such as the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Defense, and the Interior, as well as 
the Regional Government of Loreto 
and the municipalities of Ramón Cas-
tilla, Requena, and Maynas. The ses-
sion was marked by political pressure 
from opposing sectors and the undue 
presence of Congressman Celis Mori, 
author of a bill that seeks to review all 
indigenous reserves already created.

The indigenous organizations ORPIO, 
AIDESEP, CONAP, and the Yavarí-
Tapiche Territorial Corridor Platform 
will denounce that the Peruvian state 
has prioritized economic and criminal 
interests over human rights. “This is a 
historic setback and an attack on the 
Amazon and its Indigenous peoples,” 
they said in a joint statement.

Read more on the website of epicentro 

https://epicentro.tv/gobierno-rechaza-creacion-de-la-reserva-indigena-yavari-mirim-loreto/


Webinar discusses challenges of territorial 
protection for isolated indigenous 
peoples on the Brazil-Peru border

On August 13 and 14, the Higher School of the 
Federal Public Prosecutor’s Office (ESMPU) held 
a webinar entitled “The Brazil/Peru Border: chal-
lenges for nation states in protecting the territo-
ries with the highest concentration of isolated 
peoples on the planet.” 

With 10 hours of classes, the activity discussed 
the challenges faced by isolated and recently 
contacted indigenous peoples, the impacts of 
environmental crimes, logging, roads, and drug 
trafficking, as well as cooperation strategies 
between Brazil and Peru. The event was broad-
cast on YouTube.

Learn more on the ESMPU website

Indigenous organizations demand the 
shelving of Bill 11822, which  
puts indigenous peoples in isolation at risk

The Interethnic Association for the Develop-
ment of the Peruvian Rainforest (AIDESEP) and 
the PIACI Platform highlight that Bill 11822 puts 
indigenous peoples in voluntary isolation and 
recent contact at serious risk, as it would allow 
hydrocarbon activities within their protected 
territories. 

https://escola.mpu.mp.br/a-escola/comunicacao/noticias/webinario-discute-desafios-da-protecao-territorial-de-povos-indigenas-isolados-na-fronteira-entre-brasil-e-peru


The organizations denounce that the initiative 
ignores international conventions and Peruvian 
legislation itself, prioritizing economic interests 
over human lives. They demand that congres-
sional committees issue opinions against the bill 
and that it be shelved as a direct threat to the 
survival of these peoples.

Read more on the AIDESEP website

Peru: a bill 
seeks to open 
protected areas 
to hydrocarbon 
exploration

Published in July, Bill 11822/2024-CR, authored by 
Congressman Jorge Luis Flores Ancachi (Acción 
Popular), proposes to amend nine articles of 
the Protected Natural Areas Law and add three 
additional provisions. Among the changes is the 
possibility of allowing the exploration of natu-
ral resources in protected areas where it is cur-
rently prohibited, as well as approving changes 
in these protected areas by supreme decree, 
weakening parliamentary control. 

The text also opens the door to declaring 
extractive projects as “public necessity,” allow-
ing exploitation in national parks and indig-
enous reserves. Legal experts warn that the 
proposal is unconstitutional and compromises 
Peru’s climate commitments.

Several civil society and indigenous peoples’ 
organizations have spoken out against the new 
proposal, which they consider a serious threat 
to the rights of indigenous peoples.

© Orpio

https://aidesep.org.pe/noticias/organizaciones-indigenas-exigen-el-archivamiento-del-proyecto-de-ley-11822-que-pone-en-riesgo-a-pueblos-indigenas-en-aislamiento/?fbclid=IwQ0xDSwL_X19leHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHtmC4Y5lL4iveEIkN2ZWQyxxLPc95hFI7Kc7u6uYFVjrHOWbUdT1iAQvs-YF_aem_rN8PJ9Aq3RnrdlU1B83nsA


This bill could weaken the protection of several 
protected areas within the Yavarí-Tapiche Terri-
torial Corridor, as well as hinder the creation of 
the Yavarí-Mirim Indigenous Reserve.

Learn more on the Mongabay website 

19 years of the PIACI Law: advances 
and challenges in protecting 
isolated indigenous peoples

Enacted in 2006, the PIACI Law established the 
legal framework for protecting isolated and 
initially contacted indigenous peoples in Peru, 
creating intangible reserves that today total 4.5 
million hectares in the Amazon. 

Despite the advances, the model faces serious 
challenges: lack of public funding, heavy depen-
dence on international cooperation, delays of 
up to 20 years in categorizing reserves, and 
growing threats from mining and drug trafficking. 
Experts point out that it is urgent to strengthen 
resources and inter-institutional coordination to 
ensure the survival of the country’s most vulner-
able peoples.

Read more on the Actualidad Ambiental website

© Mincual/Actualidade Ambiental

https://es.mongabay.com/2025/07/peru-proyecto-areas-protegidas-explotacion-hidrocarburos/
https://www.actualidadambiental.pe/19-anos-de-la-ley-piaci-avances-y-desafios-en-la-proteccion-de-los-indigenas-en-aislamiento/?fbclid=IwY2xjawKddilleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHomN-Q9XrIUClRGSVbshuKyJd6HG8GQGUIQICAPKMerGoXPx_240BAclIbjo_aem_UR_PrO-W-7vNiQkTgp0dJQ


Ágata 2025: Defense operation 
imposes R$ 225 million in losses to 
organized crime in the Amazon

Launched in May and concluded in early June, 
Operation Ágata 2025 mobilized around 2,000 
military personnel from the Armed Forces and 
resulted in R$ 225 million in losses to organized 
crime across a wide swath of the border in the 
Western Amazon, including the Vale do Javari 
Indigenous Territory. The actions neutralized 34 
illegal mining structures, seized 20 boats, almost 
a ton of skunk marijuana, 184 kg of cocaine, and 
arrested 13 people.

In the final stretch, Brazil and Colombia car-
ried out a so-called “mirror operation,” neutral-
izing eight mining sites on the Puruê River, with 
the participation of 200 military personnel 
from both countries. The action was supported 
by agencies such as the Federal Police (PF), 
the National Indigenous Peoples Foundation 
(Funai), Chico Mendes Institute for Biodiversity 
Conservation (ICMBio), Special Secretariat for 
Indigenous Health (Sesai), Brazilian Intelligence 
Agency (Abin), and Management and Opera-
tional Center for the Amazon Protection System 
(Censipam).

Read more on the Ministry of Defense website

© Disclosure/Ministry of Defense

https://www.gov.br/defesa/pt-br/centrais-de-conteudo/noticias/agata-2025-operacao-da-defesa-gera-r-225-milhoes-em-prejuizos-ao-crime-organizado-na-amazonia


In a historic moment, Indigenous and 
organizations gather in the Javari Valley to 
discuss the protection of isolated peoples

Between June 2 and 7, 18 indigenous organiza-
tions and four indigenist organizations, including 
the Centro de Trabalho Indigenista (CTI), partic-
ipated in the II Exchange on Surveillance and 
Monitoring in the village of Massapê, in the Vale 
do Javari Indigenous Territory (AM). The meeting 
brought together representatives from 13 peo-
ples from nine territories, where isolated groups 
live and circulate, to exchange experiences 
on protecting these peoples through strategic 
activities that combine traditional knowledge 
and public policy.

The event also paid tribute to Bruno Pereira and 
Dom Phillips, murdered in 2022, with the pres-
ence of Beatriz Matos (Ministry of Indigenous 
Peoples), who visited the site where the bodies 
were found. The National Indigenous Peoples 

© Vicente Buyal/Coiab



Foundation (Funai) presented the work of the 
11 Ethno-Environmental Protection Fronts, while 
indigenous leaders reinforced the importance 
of community protection plans.

The 22 organizations approved a letter 
addressed to the three branches of Brazil’s 
government, calling for the incorporation of 
indigenous surveillance collectives into public 
protection policy, the regularization of indige-
nous lands with isolated peoples, the creation 
of an emergency fund for critical situations, and 
the inclusion of the rights of isolated peoples in 
COP 30 in Belém.

Learn more on the OPI website

Invasions and mining continue to 
devastate Indigenous Lands with isolated 
peoples, despite protective measures

In 2024, Indigenous Lands with isolated peoples 
recorded more than 2,000 hectares of defor-
estation, despite an 18.2% drop compared to 
2023, according to the Sirad-I report, released 
by the Socio-Environmental Institute (ISA) and 
the Observatory of Human Rights of Isolated 
and Recently Contacted Indigenous Peoples 

© Rogério Assis/ISA

https://povosisolados.org/em-momento-historico-organizacoes-indigenas-e-indigenistas-se-reunem-no-vale-do-javari-para-discutir-protecao-aos-povos-isolados/


(OPI). The Kayapó, Munduruku, and Xingu Indig-
enous Lands (IL) accounted for about 60% of 
deforestation, while the Kayapó IL accounted 
for 40% of the fires, an increase of 2,000% com-
pared to 2023.

Illegal mining affected the Zoró IL, with 92.2 
hectares deforested, and the Munduruku IL, 
with 159 hectares, while the Piripkura IL saw an 
89% reduction, but still lost 23 hectares of for-
est. The Jacareúba-Katawixi IL also recorded 
an increase in deforestation, close to develop-
ments and the BR-319 highway. 

The report warns of continued pressure on iso-
lated indigenous territories and highlights the 
need for effective enforcement and protec-
tion measures.

Learn more on the OPI website

MPF and partner agencies launch 
publication with guidelines for 
public policies specific to recently 
contacted indigenous peoples

The Federal Public Prosecutor’s Office (MPF), 
through the 6th Chamber of Indigenous Popu-
lations and Traditional Communities, published 
a technical note with guidelines to help pub-
lic agencies in protecting recently contacted 
indigenous peoples. The document, prepared in 
conjunction with the National Indigenous Peo-
ples Foundation (Funai), the Ministries of Health, 
Indigenous Peoples, and Social Development, 
reinforces the need for integrated and culturally 
appropriate action, respecting the autonomy, 
customs, and ways of life of these groups, pre-
venting vulnerabilities and irreversible impacts.

https://povosisolados.org/invasoes-e-garimpo-seguem-devastando-terras-indigenas-com-povos-isolados-apesar-das-medidas-de-protecao/


The guidelines address issues such as access to 
public policies, social assistance and differen-
tiated health care, civil documentation, acces-
sibility barriers, and guaranteeing the right to 
free, prior, and informed consultation. The impor-
tance of continuous protection measures, cul-
tural translation, and specialized monitoring is 
highlighted, especially given the epidemiologi-
cal vulnerability of these peoples.

The MPF emphasizes that contact should only 
occur in exceptional situations of extreme 
risk, and that self-determination and territo-
rial preservation are fundamental. Recently 
contacted indigenous peoples often live in 
remote, border areas or on unapproved lands, 
and their ancestral knowledge is recognized 
as cultural heritage.

Learn more on the MPF website
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https://www.mpf.mp.br/pgr/noticias-pgr2/2025/mpf-e-orgaos-parceiros-lancam-publicacao-com-diretrizes-para-politicas-publicas-especificas-aos-povos-indigenas-de-recente-contato


Threat in the Amazon: Isolated 
indigenous people face 
loggers and drug traffickers

The Mashco Piro, the world’s largest 
indigenous group living in voluntary 
isolation, are facing a humanitarian cri-
sis on the border between Acre (Bra-
zil) and Peru. Conflicts over invasions, 
illegal logging, and climate change 
are increasing the vulnerability of the 
people, while enforcement is insuffi-
cient and binational cooperation is 
ineffective. 

Recent observations indicate dis-
placement and community protection 
measures, but the slow implementa-
tion of public policies compromises 
the survival and preservation of their 
ancient culture.

Read more on the Na Hora da Notícia website
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Can the Uncontacted Ayoreo Be Saved?

In the northern Paraguayan Chaco, more than 
a hundred Ayoreo continue to live in isolation, 
despite most of this people having been forcibly 
contacted in the 1960s. These nomadic groups 
face threats such as deforestation, climate cri-
sis, and large infrastructure projects. 

Recently, Ayoreo volunteers located the remains 
of Argentine guide Wenceslao Benoit, high-
lighting their deep knowledge of their territory. 
The NGO Iniciativa Amotocodie defends these 
peoples’ right to remain in isolation, while their 
original territory in Paraguay has already been 
reduced by 98%.

Read more on The Paraguay Post website
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